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From the President’s Pen –  by Izzy Florence
Happy Spring, everyone!
Wow, Spring is now finally upon us! We have seen plenty of snow this past winter, but of course, nothing compared to all that snow the East Coast experienced.  Of course, Spring signifies the re-birth of nature: flowers in bloom, trees coming to life, baby animals being born, and, fresh air and sunshine! This is a true blessing from God, and for that, we are truly thankful!
With this issue comes with a mixture of sadness and excitement. This past February, a four-legged friend, well-known to many for her friendliness and loyalty, passed away. An In Memoriam for Heidi Gaus follows after the end of this article.

We have exciting events coming up this year: the Day at the State Capitol in May (see the article written by Mike Reese elsewhere in the issue), a call for nominations for the SHI-M=DB board seats, which will be voted on at the DBW 2010 open board meeting in August. To attend, one must be registered for the DBW. More information can be found later in this issue and the next one.

Lastly, we have the third part of an technology article written by Scott Davert. It promises to be quite an interesting read!

Enjoy the upcoming warm weather!
Your SHI-M=DB President,

Isabell Florence
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

April to June 2010
BIRTHDAYS


  
ANNIVERSARIES
APRIL



  
APRIL
30 – Zoe, Emma &

22 – Jill & Jim Gaus
        Sophie Dunn (10)

MAY



 
MAY
16 – Deb Livingston

1 – Chasity & Warren

19 – Melanie Bond

      Coryell
27 – Jim Gaus

27 – Warren Coryell

JUNE




JUNE
  5 – Sue Deer Hall
15 – Johnny Robe

16 – Debby Wright

27 – Izzy Florence

If you would like to submit your birthday, your spouse’s or significant other’s birthday, and/or your anniversary, please email the Editor, Mike Reese, at WelshGent@aol.com.

In Memoriam
 

Heidi Gaus
Sunrise:  July 1998   Sunset: 26 February 2010
 
Heidi was well-known by everyone who met her. She was Jill Gaus’ Leader Dog for over 10 years. Not only that, she was a faithful, loyal, and loving companion for Jill and a wonderful family member to Jill, Jim, and the rest of the extended family and friends. When she was working, she did her job well, guiding Jill around safely and confidently. During her off-duty times, she loved playing with her ball and spending time outdoors, especially at DeSales Centre in Brooklyn, MI, where many deaf- and deaf-blind events often took place.
In January, it was discovered that Heidi had a tumor in the bone of her left leg, and it was fast-spreading. By late February, it was obvious that she was suffering with the pain from the tumor as nothing could be done to remove it. On her final day, she was still wagging her tail and wanting to play “ball” despite the great pain she was enduring.
Heidi is truly a winner in all our eyes, and especially so in Jill and Jim’s eyes. She will be sorely missed by all.

May you enjoy an eternal supply of doggie treats and tennis balls, Heidi!
Patty’s Potpourri of Poetry
An Hour and A Half

I wondered how much I could do

If I wrote up a storm in an hour and a half

So thinking of everyone, including you

Hoping for a smile or a big laugh

I turned my computer on

My thinking cap was lost somewhere

So where could I find another one

My snow cap sitting on the chair

Could it be used for a thinking cap

As I wondered about this and that

I knew I couldn’t take a long nap

But found myself writing without a hat

So, if everything is neat and clear

I have only an hour left to go

So gather my things without fear

And with the sun, I have a glow

The glow is in the eye as I write

Not necessarily making sense

But it rhymes so it is right

And the cost to you is fifty cents

As time marches on, I’m running

For who knows who will listen

Who will think this rhyme stunning

As snow when it will glisten

If this makes no sense at all

Then I need my thinking cap

So I’ll retire come next fall 

And take a long winter’s nap

Patricia Grindel

February 18, 2010

Day at the State Capitol 2010 – by Mike Reese

The Day at the State Capitol (DASC) 2010 is coming soon! First, what is the DASC about? It is an annual event to create awareness of the needs of Michigan citizens with hearing loss, and make legislators aware of important issues that relate to our communication difficulties. It will be held at the Michigan State Capitol Building on Wednesday, 12 May 2010, from 8:30 A.M. to 2:45 P.M.  SHI-M=DB is one of the sponsoring organizations, along with the Hearing Loss Association of Michigan and Michigan Deaf Association for this event. 
Because May is also Better Hearing Month, all Michigan citizens with hearing issues and supporters such as audiologists, professionals working with the deaf, hard of hearing, and deafblind, and others are invited to the State Capitol to learn about the status of several bills that are important to us, such as hearing aid coverage by insurance companies, for one thing. Also, a chance to meet our legislators (by appointment) can be made to advocate for our issues. 
To obtain the flyer one may visit the following website:  http://www.hearingloss-mi.org. Be sure to look under “Advocacy” or “DASC” for further details about this very important event.  You may also contact Mike Reese via email (WelshGent@aol.com, with the subject header “Request for DASC flyer” and your mailing information or via VP (734.447.3398). Please do consider attending, as having a good representation of deafblind Michiganders at the event will surely make quite an impression to the legislators in attendance. 
Lastly, if you wish to receive accommodations, it is important that you contact Jill Gaus as soon as possible.
Hope to see you there!
DBW 2010 Update – by Jill Gaus
Celebrating our 14th DBW, DeafBlind Workshop! It is August 12-15, 2010. This weekend-long workshop includes educational workshops, arts and crafts as well as recreational activities for self-governing DeafBlind adults (ages 16 and older).  Participants will attend lectures and activities designed to foster independence and self-advocacy. DeafBlind participants also provide interpreters with learning opportunities thru lectures (Thursday) and hands-on experience (Friday to Sunday) and expose support personnel to the various accommodations, methods and cultural awareness needs for working with those having both hearing and vision loss.  Please pass onto interpreters that Continuing Education Units are available.  For more information please contact Jill Gaus, Director of DeafBlind Workshop at 517-764-6178 (TTY/V) or 517-917-0016 (VP) or Jagaus@sbcglobal.net.  Registration forms will not be going out until May or June of 2010 so please be sure that we have your email or mailing address. 
Interpreters/SSPs Needed for DBW 2010 
by Jill Gaus & Mike Reese
Calling all interpreters and ITP students! We need your help in making our 14th Annual DBW 2010 a success!  If you are interested in taking part of this exciting yet important and rewarding event, then please watch your mail or email for a registration application that will be coming soon! We especially need ITP students to serve as SSPs (Support Service Providers) on Thursday, 12 August 2010 for the DeafBlind attendees’ social while many of the interpreters are attending their training at the same time.  Any questions, please feel free to contact Jill Gaus, Beth Kennedy or Mike Reese.
Call for Nominations! – by Mike Reese
The elections for several of the board seats for SHI-M=DB will be held at the DBW this August. If anyone is interested in running for a board seat, please contact the elections committee by no later than Friday, 14 May 2010. Cindy Caldwell and Brenda Cuddeback are the two individuals comprising the elections committee. A list of contenders and the positions being run for will be announced in the June issue.

Cindy Caldwell

MCB  DB Unit, 201 N. Washington Sq., PO Box 30652, Lansing, MI 48909
(888)864-1212/TTY, (800)292-4200/V, (517)335-7124 V/TTY caldwellc@michigan.gov 

Brenda Cuddeback

bbcuddeback@hotmail.com  (preferred)

269.244.5012 (voice – if by relay, please leave a message.)
National Library Services for the Blind and Physically Handicapped: Services from a Deaf-Blind Perspective Part III
by Scott Davert
While the digital talking book program (DTB) will not work for many deaf-blind consumers, there are a few who may benefit from its services.  Those who are hard of hearing, even those who struggled to understand the audio from books on cassette, may be able to enjoy the DTB program.  This article discusses the difference between the recorded books on cassette and those in the DTB program, other supported players besides the 2 standard NLS machines, the current state of the program, and when patrons can expect to receive standard NLS players.

There are many differences between the books recorded on tape and those recorded digitally.  Perhaps the most important difference between books on cassette and those recorded digitally is the quality of the audio.  Unlike books on cassette, those in the new DTB program do not contain the characteristic hissing noise found in cassette recordings.  The audio also is not subjected to distortion as can be the case with cassettes.  In the past few years, I have been unable to use books on cassette because of my hearing loss.  I am able to use the books in the DTB program with minimal difficulty.

Another advantage to the digital collection is that once you have downloaded content, it is yours to keep.  Yet another advantage to the DTB program over books on cassette is that the newer digitally produced content contains many navigational elements such as the option to jump from chapter to chapter as well as the ability to jump directly to the beginning of the book.

There are 2 types of players available from the NLS program; the basic and advanced models.  The basic model only contains the ability to play pause, rewind, fast forward, and has a volume and tone control.  It closely resembles the cassette players that NLS distributed with its recordings on tape.  The advanced model contains the ability to create and jump to bookmarks and several other enhancements.  The basic model is designed for use by those less technically oriented while the advanced model is for users who are more comfortable with technology.

At this time, for most, the only way to gain access to the DTB collection is to purchase a player that is compatible.  This is because some patrons will not receive one of the players distributed by NLS for another 2 years.  The first five thousand players have already been distributed in seven states and the next batch of players will be distributed more widely early next year.  Patrons of NLS services who are veterans and who are over 100 years of age will be given top priority.  While covering the specifics of each type of compatible player available for purchase is beyond the scope of this article, here is a list of the players supported.  The Victor Reader Stream made by Humanware, the Braille Plus made by APH, the Icon produced by LevelStar, the Pocket Ptp 1 made by Plextalk and the newly released Book Sense manufactured by HIMS and distributed by GW Micro.  All five players require that you get a license key from the specific company which will be issued after you add the machine to your account on the NLS bard (Braille and Audio Reading Downloads) site.  The key, along with specific instructions on how to install it on to your player, will be emailed to the email address you have registered to use with the NLS BARD service.

While many NLS patrons will enjoy the download service, some may still prefer to receive their books the conventional way.  The books in the DTB collection can also be ordered by regular mail.  However, just like you must send books on cassette back after you have read them, you must also do this with the digital material you receive by mail.  The books are stored on digital cartridges, which can be slid into the player for reading.  All of the navigational elements found in the downloaded books can also be used with these cartridges.  The NLS players support both downloaded books as well as those on cartridges, as does the Victor Reader Stream.

To sign up for the Digital Talking Book Program, you can contact your local library.  You can also find more information online by going to

https://nlsbard.loc.gov
Mark Your Calendar!
DEADLINE FOR ALL SUBMISSIONS FOR THE MARCH 2010 ISSUE IS FRIDAY, 28 MAY 2010!
Day at the State Capitol 2010 – Wednesday, 12 May 2010 at the State Capitol Building in Lansing, MI.  Please see attached flyer or website link found elsewhere in this issue. Accommodation requests are to be sent to Jill Gaus as soon as possible.

DBW 2010 – Thursday, 12 August to Sunday, 15 August, 2010 at DeSales Centre in Brooklyn, MI.  Applications are being mailed soon – watch for them!
Topics in Next Issue
All members of the SHI-M=DB readership are welcome to submit any articles that may be of interest to the Deafblind community, locally or nationally. Even articles that are Deaf/Hard-of-Hearing-related, blind-related, or citizen-related are welcome as well.  To submit, please send an email to Mike Reese, Editor, at WelshGent@aol.com.
NOTE FROM THE EDITOR:  SHI-M=DB is working very hard to raise funds for the organization, and a huge expense is the printing costs of the newsletter issues.  If you have e-mail access, it would help to greatly reduce such a cost to have as many members receive the newsletter issues via e-mail distribution.  To participate in the e-mail distribution list, please send an e-mail to Mike Reese.  Thank you so much for your understanding and cooperation!
RESOURCES SECTION

American Association for the Deaf-Blind (AADB)

8630 Fenton Road

Silver Spring, MD  20910-3803

TTY: 301.495.4402  Voice: 301.495.4403  

Fax: 301.495.4404
Email: AADB-info@aadb.org

American Federation for the Blind

(Headquarters)

11 Penn Plaza, Suite 300

New York, NY  10001

Website: http://www.afb.org
Helen Keller National Centre (HKNC)

Contact: Laura J. Thomas – Regional Representative

485 Avenue of the Cities

Suite #5

East Moline, IL  61244-4040

309.755.0018 (Voice/TTY/VP)

309.755.0025 (Fax)

Email: HKNC5LJT@aol.com

Catherine Papish,  Admin. Asst – hkncroa@aol.com
HumanWare
175 Mason Circle

Concord, CA  94520

Website: http://www.humanware.com
Michigan Assistive Technology Exchange

(AT Xchange)

Website: http://www.atxchange.org

Michigan Commission for the Blind

DeafBlind Unit

P.O. Box 30652
Lansing, MI  48909

Contact: 

Cindy Caldwell  caldwellc@michigan.gov

800.292.4200 (Voice)   888.864.1212 (TTY )

517.335.5140 (Fax)

The Ultimate Disability Guide

Website: http://www.theultimatedisabilityguide.com/Disabled-GT.htm
To add a Deafblind-, blind-, or deaf/hard-of-hearing-related resource to this list, please submit all pertinent information, including a brief summary of what the resource is about, to Mike Reese, Editor, at WelshGent@aol.com.   Thank you!
_980495866.doc



